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What's going on... December 2011

Sun | Dec. 4 10:45 AM Religious Education for children

Service — “Lillian Smith on Religion, Race and Gender,”
Dr. Michael Stoltzfus

W | Dec.7 6:00 PM Board Meeting in the RE wing

Sun | Dec. 11 10:45 AM Religious Education for children

Service — “The Angels Song,” Rev. Fred Howard

Meet & Greet Coffee after the service
Decorate the church for the holidays after the service
Bring items for Break Bread Gift Bags

M | Dec. 12 11:00AM Break Bread delivery
Th | Dec. 15 Deadline for January newsletter

F Dec. 16 6:30 PM Pizza and a Movie at the church

Sun | Dec. 18 10:45 AM Religious Education for children

Service -“Moravian Lovefeast," Rev. Fred Howard
Meet & Greet Coffee after the service

Sun | Dec. 25 +Merry Christmas+
10:45AM | Religious Education for children

Service - “Merry Christmas,” Doug Tanner
Meet & Greet Coffee after the service

Sun | Jan. 1 #*Happy New Year*

10:45 AM | Religious Education for children

Service - “Commitment and the Skeptical Life,” Rev. Fred Howard
Meet & Greet Coffee after the service

W Jan. 4 6:00 PM leely Board Meeting in the RE Wlng watch for announcements

Sun | Jan.8 10:45 AM Religious Education for children

Service - “Zen and Everyday Spiritual Practice,” Dr. Michael Stoltzfus
Return Guest at Your Table boxes during the service today

Meet & Greet Coffee after the service

M |Jan.9 11:00AM Break Bread delivery

F |Jan. 13 6:30 PM Book Discussion and Potluck at the church

If a <+ appears on your mailing label for this edition, please contact the editor if you wish to continue to receive a mailed copy of this newsletter. (A
small donation to cover postage would be appreciated.)




Sunday Services
Sunday, December 4 — Dr. Michael Stoltzfus, “Lillian
Smith on Religion, Race and Gender”
Killers of the Dream, written in 1949 by Lillian Smith, boldly
explores the religious, historical, psychological, and economic
conditions and dispositions that led to external segregation and
internal schizophrenia. We will explore Smith’s memories of
growing up in the early 19™ century rural South and the
intricate systems of taboos regarding sin, sex, and race that
thwarted the psychological and moral development of an
entire region. We will also investigate the ongoing relevance
of Smith’s analysis for our life today. Dr. Stoltzfus is a
Professor, of Philosophy and Religious Studies at Valdosta
State University and a regular speaker at our church.

Sunday, December 11 — Rev. Fred Howard, “The Angels
Song”

This sermon title was also the original title of a well known
carol commonly sung during the Christmas season. Oliver
Wendell Holmes once declared this carol to be “one of the
finest and most beautiful ever written.” While you will
immediately recognize the song when we begin to sing it this
morning, what you may not recognize is the fact that the lyrics
were penned by a Unitarian minister and you may not know
the inspiring story of the struggle for social justice behind
them. The story of the carol brings to mind some of our most
cherished holiday traditions and | trust that my reflections will
help to get you a little more into the spirit of the season.

Holiday Decorating-Sunday, December 11

Sunday, December 18 - Rev. Fred Howard, “Moravian
Lovefeast”

The Moravian Lovefeast is a simple service with the singing
of Christmas Carols, a brief homily, and the serving of a
homemade sweet roll and coffee or hot chocolate. This will be
our second year of celebrating the Lovefeast as our lead in to
the holidays. Many Unitarian Universalist churches are
now doing this — with good reason. The ritual symbolizes so
many themes of our faith. A return to simplicity with the
sharing of the agape meal (“agape” meaning the highest form
of love) of the first century church. An enactment of our
willingness to transcend our individual differences and be
reconciled with one another. And a wondrous celebration of
the Divine Spirit that unites us all. The sweetness of the roll
and the warmth of the cocoa are physical reminders both of
our common human need for food and drink and the comfort
and satisfaction we enjoy when we are all a part of a
covenanted community. Come and be a part of this tradition —
sure to delight your taste buds as well as your heart and spirit.

Sunday, December 25 — Doug Tanner, “Merry Christmas”
If you are not on the road visiting family, please join us for a
special holiday service. The Service will include traditional
Christmas music, Christmas activities and a celebration of our
liberal Christian traditions.

Merry Christmas

SR\
oA

Sunday, January 1 - Rev. Fred Howard, “Commitment
and the Skeptical Life”
People of our faith tradition have wrestled with the dynamic of
commitment ever since the formation of the Free Religious
Association in 1867. Questions that this group of free
religious thinkers and radical individualists raised are still
somewhat with us now. Questions range from the
philosophical “How do you make a community or
organization of individualists?” to the more pragmatic “How
can such a diverse group translate our closely held ideals into
reality?” If we are to be intentional in our collective religious
and spiritual life then these are questions that need to be
wrestled with today also. Today being the start of a new year,
I thought it would be a good time to reflect on this worthy
topic and to offer some coaching for our team in this
“wrestling” match.

Happy New Year
Sunday, January 8 — Dr. Michael Stoltzfus, “Zen and
Everyday Spiritual Practice”
Zen Buddhism, in its multiple forms, is an inherently practical
teaching that might help us all to experience tranquility in the
midst of transition and impermanence. We will investigate the
Soto Zen understanding that enlightenment is nothing more or
less than mindful, compassionate action in the present moment
and the spiritual humility that accompanies such practice.

Return Guest at Your Table boxes Today: Please convert the
coins you’ve collected in your box during the holidays to a
check made out to the UUSC and place it in your box. There
will be a special opportunity during today’s service for you
and your family to return your Guest at Your Table box. Our
contributions will be mailed to UUSC as a total from the
church. The Unitarian Universalist Service Committee
(UUSC) depends on our contributions to finance its partnering
with others across the world, working globally on such
projects as clean water, natural disasters, human rights issues.
Many in our congregation are also members of this worthy
organization. It is one way we, as individuals, can globally
support our UU principles.

Religious Education

For Children: The RE program for children meets at. 10:45
AM concurrent with the Sunday morning service. Two adults
are needed each Sunday to help with RE.

BN ¥ - 2\
November New Member Ceremony



d MINISTERIAL M  UUSINGS
) Rev. Fredioward December 2011

A True Story for Christmas

Are any of you familiar with the story of Bob May? His was
one of the great hard luck cases of the Depression. The year
was 1938 and Christmas was approaching. His wife was in
the hospital and dying of cancer. Barbara, his 4 year old
daughter, asked him, “Why can’t Mommy ever come home
again?” The question brought tears to his eyes and waves of
grief to his heart.

Besides grief, Bob was also angry. This was just a
continuation of the many difficulties he had had throughout
life. Being small and frail, he had been bullied throughout his
life. Growing up, other kids teased him unmercifully. As he
grew up, he never seemed to fit in. But he was determined to
succeed and so finished college and managed to secure a job at
Montgomery Ward as a copywriter despite the Depression.
He had married his wife and soon after they were blessed with
a baby girl. But now it seemed that all that was about to be
stripped from him. Sapped of all his savings by his wife’s
illness, Bob and his little girl had been forced to live in a two
room apartment in the Chicago slums.

Bob’s wife died just before Christmas. He struggled
to give hope to his daughter, but couldn’t even afford to give
her a Christmas present. But as always, he was determined to
succeed, and so he made her one. It was a storybook that he
created about a character that emerged in his mind during
these difficult days. This character endured many of the same
trials that he had endured in his life. It was an autobiography
in the form of a fable. As Bob read it to his little girl, it gave
her comfort and hope. Who was the character he had created?
A little reindeer named Rudolph, with a big shiny nose.

The rest of the story is pretty easy to fill in.
Montgomery Ward found out about the storybook and bought
the rights to it. Bob and his daughter would soon become
financially secure.

I love this story! Apparently it’s a true story, at least
in the basic facts. You can check it out on Wikipedia under
Robert L. May. But think of all the wonderful ways it
illustrates the power of storytelling. It shows how our stories
can take on a life of their own, once we develop the capacity
to tell them well. It illustrates how our imaginations can help
to heal us. But most of all, Bob’s story teaches the lesson of
how being different isn’t so bad. It can actually be a blessing.
May it also be a blessing to you again this holiday season as
you now know the story behind the story.

Fred Howard is our part time minister. You may contact
Rev. Howard by email (preferable) at
fredhoward3622@gmail.com. He is available for
consultations on Monday and Wednesday afternoons on
most weeks from 2-5PM by appointment. Fred welcomes
any questions you may have about membership in our
congregation. He is also available for weddings and rites of
passage ceremonies by prearrangement.

Sangha Tuesdays
5:30-7:00 PM at the church
This Tibetan Buddhist Meditation Group will be meeting
weekly at the church for tea at 5:30 PM with meditation
beginning at 6 PM followed by a brief reading. Those who
follow other Buddhist practices are welcome. Contacts: Julie
Halter or Theresa Thompson.
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Recent lessons in RE have continued to focus on love as the
spirit of our church. When we launched Operation Paperback,
the RE kids helped decorate the box we will use to collect
books. For Halloween, we read the story “The Widow’s
Broom,” the moral of which is that fear of the unknown can
lead us to act unkindly, unfairly, and hurtfully to others. For
our craft, we made jack-o-lanterns out of stuffed paper lunch
bags. Another lesson led us to discuss the meaning of our UU
chalice and we designed our own Play-Doh chalices. Now that
the holidays are upon us we have turned our attention to
thankfulness and giving not just at the holidays, but
throughout the year. Our most recent lesson focused on what
prayer means to different people and that prayer can be as
simple as ending each day naming the things | am thankful
for, the things | am sorry for, and the things | hope for.

Operation Paperback Report: The RE kids will be sorting
books and getting ready to send out our first shipment or two
very soon. Contributions are also welcome to help fund the
postage and can be dropped into the “Postage Fund” can on
the small table in the back of the sanctuary. We would like this
RE service activity to continue so please continue to drop your
gently used paperbacks into the box. All genres are welcome
except romance novels. According to Operation Paperback,
our soldiers do not read them.

More RE Volunteers Needed: Sue Bailey says she could
really use some additional help now that many Sundays we
have such a diverse group and the nursery even is being used!
Please let her know if you can volunteer from time to time or
sign up on the Sunday volunteer e-mail list.

INVITATION TO MEMBERSHIP
If you are interested in becoming a member of our
fellowship, we encourage you to talk with our minister, Rev.
Fred Howard or our President, Lars Leader or Membership
Director, Kimberly Tanner. We welcome your questions,
and we extend an open invitation to all who want to join our
liberal community of faith.
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Newsletter
Editor: Betty Derrick
Website: Carol Stiles
Local Publicity: Dee Tait

December 15: Deadline for January newsletter.
If you prefer reading this newsletter on the website, e-mail the editor to
remove your name from the mailing label list.
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Thank You! Thank Youl

For layleading services: Valerie Webster, Doug Tanner,
Lars Leader, Betty Derrick

For speaking at a Sunday Service in October: Claire
Shawhan, Kimberly Tanner

For help with Sunday Service music: Bill Webster, Keith
Johnson, Jenny and Jeff Gallant, Erin Palmer

For Stories for All Ages: Sue Bailey, Fred Howard

For Sunday service flowers: Betty Derrick, Valerie Webster
For helping with Children’s RE: Kimberly Tanner, Emmilee
Bailey, and others who helped this past month

For serving as Meet and Greet Hosts: Doug Tanner, Lars
Leader, Betty Derrick, Christine Clay and Jam Jenkins, Scott
Roberts and Mike Clark

For greeting visitors: Kimberly Tanner, Dee Tait

For delivering Break Bread meals: Christi Vann, Dustin
Begley

For cleaning the church: Frank Asbury, Lars Leader

For sweeping sidewalk: Mitch Tait, Doug Tanner

For helping with the Habitat Build in November as
workers and with the lunch we hosted: Valerie and Bill
Webster for coordinating the event, Betty Derrick, Dee Tait,
Rosie Asbury, Lars Leader, Kimberly and Doug Tanner, Amy
Wells, Christine Clay and Jam Jenkins, Nicole Disotell, Abby
Hoover, Fred Howard, Jasmine McClendon, Priscilla Morales,
Mitch Tait

For helping with the clean-up in early November and
participating in the discussion about our congregation over
lunch: Everyone who was there!!! It was quite a crowd of
new and old folks and the church looks great!

For providing a message board to be placed in the
breezeway at the church: Michael Edwards

Letées Have Some

Holiday Decorating-Sunday, December 11
Help with decorating the church for the holidays after the
service on December 11. We are planning to have some
simple, festive finger foods and treats to nibble while we listen
to holiday music and decorate. Contact Sue Bailey if you
would like to bring some sweets, chips, beverages, and other
snacks. Plan to join in the fun and help make our church
festive.

Pizza and a Movie

Friday,Novembel8 6:30PM at the church
Valdosta UU Church cinema aficionados will view the 2004
film Crash, written and directed by Paul Haggis, this month.
We will share the costs of pizza and soft drinks. Discussion
will follow viewing of the movie.

David Rodgers says that in Crash, Haggis creates
what he calls a “passion piece,” portraying in a crumpled
tableaux highly arousing incidents, complex situations, and
ensuing consequences involving death and injury occurring
relentlessly among civilians and police during two-days of
fracturing accidents and perpetrated mayhem. Seemingly
random and unrelated incidents involve the havoc of a car
wreck, a bungled carjacking, an unintentional shooting,
passionately abusive verbal and physical confrontations
between Los Angelinos, and other perturbing incidents.

Haggis takes as his starting premise his personally
unsettling experience with the carjacking of his Porsche in
Hollywood. Provoked by this flashpoint, he contrives in his
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screenplay a vision of raw, explosive bigotry and racism
experienced by Asians, Blacks, Whites, Hispanics, and others.
While initial impressions of the film might lead one to dismiss
it as another of Hollywood’s genre of slash and smash films,
the writer’s attention to intense and surprisingly insightful
dialog precipitated in the midst of effectively staged and
rigorously captured and edited extreme events reveals why the
film overcame criticisms of its alleged mixture of racial
sentimentality and racial stereotyping and won Best Picture,
Best Original Screenplay, and Best Editing in 2005 at the 78"
Academy Awards. Critic Roger Ebert listed it as the best film
of 2005 despite competition from such powerful cinemas that
year as Brokeback Mountain.

Fire Pit and Games Night Watch for the return of these
events in the new year. With all the holiday activities they are
not scheduled for December.

Book Discussion and Potluck
Friday, January 13 - 6:30 PM - At the church

The book is "The Submission" by Amy Waldman. As this
novel opens, a select committee has chosen the winner of a
competition to build a 9/11 memorial at the Twin Towers site
in New York City. The committee does not know, until after
they have selected the winner, that the artist is an American
born, secular Muslim. As the story unfolds the characters, the
artist himself as well, confront the controversy that arises over
the prospect of a Muslim artist creating a memorial to those
who died through the actions of extremist Muslims. During
our discussion we are likely to confront our own emotions and
prejudices as do the characters in the book.

Bring a dish to share. Coffee and tea will be
provided. You are welcome to bring other beverages. We
socialife ver our potluck meal for the first hour and then

rdmptly vegin our book discussion drawing to a close with
the selection of our next book by about an hour later. We have
been selecting books that deal with difference. Contact: Betty
Derrick.

ABOUT OUR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS
Happy Birthday tn December to

% Glenda Whitman

Congratulations to

Y/

%+ John Charbonnet who is retiring from Michelin in January
after 23 years. Keep in your thoughts
+« Our members and friends experiencing health concerns.
Welcome to new menbers
All our new members who were recognized at the special
service in November: Bob Bowen, Teagan Dunn, Tim Dunn,
Skylar Dunn, Dawn Renner, Shawntell Johnson (with Arwen),
Nicole Disotell, Jam Jenkins, Christine Clay. We’ve invited
these folks as well as other recent newcomers to tell us a little
about themselves and why they have joined our community.
Thanks to Nicole Disotell and Michael Edwards for their
responses below. Contact Betty Derrick if you are willing to
let us know a little more about yourself.
% Michael Edwards says he is originally from NC, but has
spent many years in the Central and Coastal Florida area.
He has a background in Health and Wellness and has a
Master's degree from East Carolina University in Health
Education plus a dozen or so certifications in numerous



areas of Preventative Medicine and Health Promotion. He
came to Valdosta as the Health Education Program
Manager at Moody AFB, and has been previously under
contract with the Department of Defense at Cherry Point
Marine Air Station in NC and at Patrick AFB, Florida. He
is a long-time UU/Humanist and a recovering Lutheran.
He says he likes good food, good drink, the outdoors, fun
people, hermits, most animals, a good book, old movies,
Hopalong Cassidy, and Nature and dislikes junk food,
intolerance, closed minds, roaches, poor customer service,
sand in the sheets, Fords, and noise! Welcome to our
community Michael!
¢ (Amber) Nicole Disotell: Libra — Humanitarian —
Omnivore turned Vegetarian turned Omnivore again —
Pagan — Graduate Student — Woman — Naive dreamer,
believer, and optimist — Realist — Glitter Queen — Animal
Lover — In the spectrum of LGBTAQIQ — Writer —
Budding Psychologist/Counselor/Professor/??? — Minister
— Go Getter — Daughter — Mother — Friend — Advocate —
and to be determined. In a world full of labels, the prior
list captures some of the many labels and titles that |
embrace and/or want to embrace. | am a lover of
knowledge, empowerment, and passion. My personal
beliefs embrace cultivating a vibrant passion and drive to
achieve ambitious goals and dreams. Here’s to being a
dreamer! Welcome to our community Nicole!
Facebook: Visit us on Facebook by searching "Unitarian
Universalist Church of Valdosta." The latest issue of the
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#!/group.php?gid=92779
034840 Contact person: Kimberly Tanner.
UU Valdosta e-Mail List: If you are not on our UU e-mail list, send
a message to Carol Stiles with a request to be added. Our UU e-mail
list is for announcements and reminders of church and community-
related activities of interest to UU's. It is a YahooGroups list that is
moderated and fairly low volume, just a few messages per month.
Suggestions: Those of us (Betty Derrick, Carol Stiles, Dee
Tait) currently involved in our congregation’s communication
efforts welcome your suggestions. While the Board is
considering more far reaching efforts, there may be
suggestions about the newsletter, current website, and
newspaper communication that could be immediately
implemented. Let us know or volunteer to help.

Social Action Activities

Break Bread Together
Our date for meal deliveries with the Break Bread Together
program is the 2" Monday (and 5" when there is one) of each
month. If you would like to help deliver meals beginning
about 11:00 AM, please contact Frank or Rosie Asbury.
Hello!
Break Bread Gift Bags - December 11

At this time of year for a number of years we have prepared
gift bags for our Break Bread clients, usually about 6-8
people. Please bring some small items to donate for the bags:
toothpaste, candy, shampoo, hand lotion, or make a small
monetary donation to purchase some items. Betty Derrick will
bring gift bags for each person and will purchase items using
any donated money to fill out the bags. We’ll pack the bags
after the service and deliver them on our delivery day
December 12.

Guest at Your Table

We will collect the Guest at Your Table boxes during the
service on January 8. The Unitarian Universalist Service
Committee (UUSC) is our denominations social concerns
outreach organization. It works through and with other
organizations globally on disaster relief, human rights issues,
and other matters of social concern. The money that makes
possible the work of this organization comes through
donations from people like you. See the side of your box and
consider making a donation sufficient to become a member of
this worthy organization.

November Habitat Build

Our congregation participated with other churches in the area
for the third year on a Habitat build here in Valdosta. We
provided lunch for about 50 volunteers on Saturday,
November 12. Others helped
with the build itself. Thanks
go to Valerie Webster for
coordinating this effort again
this year.

Doug Tanner at work on the house.

David Rodgers at the build.

Saturday lunch
hosted by the
uu

Congregation.

South Georgia Pride Holiday and Award Banquet: Raynaé
Williams, Assistant Executive Director of South Georgia
Pride, Inc. wants everyone to know that the UU Church of
Valdosta has been nominated for the South Georgia Pride
Humanitarian of the Year Award. The award will be
presented at the Holiday and Award Banquet on December 3
at 7 PM at Jessie's Eats & Treats (111 W. Central Ave).
Tickets can be purchased for $15 in advance or $20 at the
door.
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UU Church of Valdosta Board of Directors Meeting News
November 9, 2011
Attending:-Kimberly Tanner, Doug Tanner, Sue Bailey, Kat
Nickola
NEW BUSINESS---

1 Web / Technology Discussion-Reviewed the notes from
the congregational conversation. Also a report from Sue
about the discussion with Carol who has concerns as the
current web designer that need to be addressed. A ‘wiki’
type website is a big idea as is updating the current site.
The updated site really needs to be broken down into
definitive sections that are easily accessible by tabs or a
link menu. There is a lot of pressure to get this going and
to continue to expand our use of Facebook. Lars would
like to setup a demonstration site.-Balancing our need to
move forward with new technology and using the skills of
members. Board would like Lars to setup the site with the
final approval of Fred

1 New RE teens Discussion: Discussion with the teens went
really well and Sue got lots of opinions and suggestions
from the kids. We need the adult in the room to focus the
group instead of just monitoring. Need a focused
curriculum OR the older kids need to be attending church
and can be used as volunteers in kids RE.

1 VSU Continuing Ed Request-Sue would like to rent the
church space for a wine tasting class for Continuing Ed.
She is having trouble finding a space.-Concerns about this
not being something that is within our mission. Lars will
send out an email vote.

1 Membership ceremony went well. People have asked
about a membership directory...maybe something online;
will wait for new website resolution.

9 Building & Grounds-Parking spaces cleared out

NEXT MEETING-7 December 2011 6pm

Treasurer’s Report — Rosie Asbury
October 31, 2011

Receipts October July -present (4 mos.)
Plate $503.75 $ 1055.85
Pledge 2310.00 5791.00
Rent 440.00 1210.00
Miscellaneous _0.00 30.00

Total Receipts $ 3253.75 $ 8056.85

Disbursements
Speakers’ Fees ~ $200.00 $ 675.00
Minister Expense  700.00 1807.37
Maintenance 225.57 821.73
Pest Control 35.00 140.00
Supplies 0.00 74.92
Utilities 268.29 1093.59
Advertising/Website 0.00 525.00
UUA Dues(FL Dist) 286.00 769.33
Others _0.00 70.00

Total Disburs. $1714.86 $5976.94

Net Receipt $ 1538.89 $ 2079.91

Beginner’s Tarot and Pagan Meditation: Nicole Disotell
has posted on Facebook and discussed at church the idea of
starting a Beginner’s Tarot class and a Pagan Meditation.
Nicole apologizes to anyone that has been looking forward to
an earlier start for these classes, but the current plan is for
these classes to meet on alternating Wednesdays beginning in
January. Information will be posted online in forums on
Facebook so that people can follow along if they are unable to
make it one week or another. These will be private groups due
to safety and privacy concerns for anyone that decides to
participate. Contact Nicole if you are interested.
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Possible CUUPS at UU Valdosta: “The Covenant of
Unitarian Universalist Pagans (CUUPS) is an organization
dedicated to networking Pagan-identified  Unitarian
Universalists (UUs), educating people about Paganism,
promoting interfaith dialogue, developing Pagan liturgies and
theologies, and supporting Pagan-identified UU religious
professionals.” http://www.cuups.org/

There has been discussion about the need in the UU
of Valdosta to have a more visible Pagan presence/voice
within the church and community. The Pagan community is
extremely diverse with eclectic beliefs, values, and histories
based upon each individual’s path. By sponsoring a CUUPS
Chapter at UU Valdosta, we can promote an interfaith
dialogue in the community, provide an outlet for the creative
and spiritual energies of our Pagan church members, and
provide a safe network for Pagans in the community.
Membership in CUUPS is open to anyone who supports the
Principles and Purposes of the Unitarian Universalist
Association, as well as the CUUPS Statement of Purpose.
CUUPS membership is $25/year or $60/3 years.

To start a CUUPS Chapter, there must be 3 active
CUUPS members, sponsorship from the congregation, liaison
with a board member/minister, a public CUUPS member
(Nicole Disotell has volunteered to be the contact person), and
$30 in dues. With 5 active CUUPS-continental members, it
may be possible to have the Chapter dues waived.

Nicole is asking any UU member — Pagan and
Otherwise — that would be willing to become a member or
supporter of CUUPS to please contact her. She would like to
arrange a meeting to discuss membership, funding, and
planning a new CUUPS Chapter at UU Valdosta. At least
$105 would be needed to start a chapter. Brightest of
Blessings!!

At the Church-in-the-Woods

New Hope Christian Community Church- Sunday
evenings: Choir practice at 4:30 PM. Service at 6:00 PM.
http://www.wix.com/nhcccl/nheee

Taoist Tai Chi — Monday and Thursday: Continuing Class:
5:30-7:00 PM; Beginner’s Class: 7-8 PM; Watch for
announcements about a new beginners class for early in the
new year Contact Dennis Bogyo or Luana Goodwin.

PFLAG Meeting — 4th Tuesday each month, 7:00PM
Contact: Doug Tanner The web page for PFLAG Valdosta:
http://pflag-valdosta.web.officelive.com/default.aspx
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UU Activities and Announcements

December 3 Emma 6 s R eGormert,u t. i Petansburg
Church, FL
December 6 West Central Cluster Holiday Service, UU
Tarpon Springs, FL

December 10 Growing the Smaller Congregation Workshop
with Rev. Kenn Hurto, Eustis, FL

December 26-January 1 1 SWIM, Camp Owiassa Bauer,
Homestead, FL

SWIM (Southeast Winter Institute in Miami) is an
intergenerational gathering each year at Camp Owiassa
Bauer, a Nature park in Homestead FL. 125 to 250 UUs from
around the USA and Canada gather for workshops, worship,
Campfires, and everglades adventures for all ages. You can
find a full brochure and decide on your program choices and
when registration opens, register at http://www.swimuu.org
April 27 to 29, 2012- Florida UU Women's Retreat, Ellenton,
FL

January 9-13 Preaching and Worship in a Multi-Media
Context (CE Workshop for UU Ministers), Vero Beach, FL
January 28 Right Relations Workshop, St. Augustine, FL

UUA TRUSTEE
Joan Lund
jlund@uua.org

TIDBITS
December 2011

In October the UUA Board of Trustees
(BOT) met in Boston, one of four meetings
per year, to conduct the business of our UUA, which includes
Justice GA 2012. | am committed to writing my monthly
column on the justice issues of oppression in which we will be
involved next June. In the October report written following the
BOT meeting | devoted a major portion to the plans for GA
and will use much of that information in this column. The
report can be found at the District website and was sent out
electronically in the District E-news. As readers of Trustee
Tidbits know it is my goal to have more Florida UUs,
percentage-wise, in attendance at GA 2012 than any of the
other districts.

During the BOT meeting in Charlotte prior to the
start of GA, the Board passed Policy 3.10 on GA Relations.
This policy called for the BOT to convene a task force to
facilitate regular communication and issue resolution among
the BOT, Administration, General Assembly Planning
Committee (GAPC, and the GA 2012 Accountability Group.
To that goal a GA 2012 Design Meeting was held in
September, 2011 which included the Arizona Immigration
Ministry (AZIM). The expected outcomes from the Design
Meeting were: to determine a common definition of “justice”
in the context of the work that will occur at GA 2012 in
Phoenix, determine the desired outcomes for GA 2012, and
establish criteria and a timetable for GA 1012 programming,
public witness, worship, and plenary.

Plenary time will be decreased by 40% and not all
will be unopposed time. It will be important for GA attendees
to gather together in one body at least once daily to foster
community and communication. Worship will be offered
multiple times daily, and be infused into all that is done at GA.
Saturday will be designated a National Day of Witness and

Service and may include voter registration and a citizenship
fair. Congregations will be encouraged to imagine how they
might participate in this event in their own communities,
involving congregants who are not able to attend GA.

The GAPC meeting included the participation of
Moderator Gini Courter who was asked how the BOT might
assist if there is a gap in funding for AZIM/GA for local
partner scholarships, partner exhibitors, etc. These issues will
be handled by the Administration and BOT. Gini also
indicated the BOT will be responsible for the business agenda
and plenary time. The AZIM requested the BOT consider a
resolution calling on President Obama to adopt the UN
Declaration of Rights of Indigenous People. The BOT has
checked protocol of a resolution related to the Doctrine of
Discovery on the agenda for GA. Congregation must be
informed about this before coming to Phoenix; resolution will
need to be published in the tentative GA agenda along with
related mini-assembly.

Hopefully at times the columns | write engender
questions/concerns. It is well known that | appreciate hearing
from Florida UUs, regarding the work of the BOT. The
holiday time of year reminds me to pause and give thanks for
the many blessings | am afforded throughout the year. Among
them are my numerous UU acquaintances and friends. Thank
you for your love and support. May each of you enjoy a
peaceful and blessed holiday season.

Florida District Executive:
Rev. Kenn Hurto T

The other day, | came across this faith-filled prayer by the
Rev. Parisa Parsa (Milton, MA.), offered at the Unitarian
Universalist Vespers service at Occupy Boston on October 16.
It lifted my heart. Perhaps it will touch yours. In part, she said:
“It is a thing of beauty to see people coming together across
political persuasions and ages and ethnicity and just about
everything else in order to say: we are all in the same boat and
we are not about to let it sink! This is our world. Let’s make it
whole together. ‘We are the 99%’ is the slogan of this
movement. But our faith calls us to know deep in our bones
what it means to be 100%. 100% born from a thread of
goodness and hope that is woven through 100% of beings on
this planet. 100% able to see and cultivate that goodness in
ourselves and each other. 100% the ones in whose hands this
world rests. 100% infused with the power of divine love,
forgiveness, grace. 100% of us are destined for the arms of a
love that knows no limit. 100% of us were born and offered
the breath of life from a source we cannot fully name.100% of
us hold the power to turn the ship around, to mend its leaks,
and repair its sails to set it right again. We need all our stories,
all our hearts, all our spirits, all our anger and frustration, all
our hope and laughter to make it new. Let us be together.
100%.”

May we be worthy of our faith.


http://emmasrevolution.com/
http://www.floridadistrict.org/cms/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/GrowingSmallerCongregations-Flyer-Dec2011.pdf
http://www.floridadistrict.org/cms/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/Right-Relations-Workshop-Flyer-Jan2012-Final.pdf
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